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history. A man who gives the natural history of the oak, is
not to tell how many oaks have been planted in this place
or that. A man who gives the natural history of the cow, is
not to tell how many cows are milked at Islington. The
animal is the same, whether milked in the Park or at Isling-
ton.' PERCY. Tennant does not describe well; a carrier who
goes along the side of Loch-lomond would describe it bet-
ter.' JOHNSON. 1 think he describes very well.' PERCY. *I
travelled after him.' JOHNSON. 'And I travelled after him.'
PERCY. 'But, my good friend, you are short-sighted, and do
not see so well as I do.' I wondered at Dr Percy's venturing
thus. Dr Johnson said nothing at the time; but inflammable
particles were collecting for a cloud to burst. In a little while
Dr Percy said something more in disparagement of Pen-
nant JOHNSON, (pointedly,) 'This is the resentment of a
narrow mind, because he did not find every thing in
Northumberland.9 PERCY, (feeling the stroke,) 'Sir, you may
be as rude as you please.' JOHNSON. 'Hold, Sir! Don't talk
of rudeness; remember, Sir, you told me (puffing hard with
passion struggling for a vent,) I was short-sighted. We have
done with civility. We are to be as rude as we please.' PERCY.
Upon my honour, Sir, I did not mean to be uncivil.' JOHN-
SON. *I cannot say so, Sir; for I did mean to be uncivil,
thinking you had been uncivil.' Dr Percy rose, ran up to him,
and taking him by the hand, assured him affectionately that
his meaning had been misunderstood; upon which a recon-
ciliation instantly took place. JOHNSON. 'My dear Sir, I am
willing you shall hang Pennant.'
On Monday, April 13,1 dined with Johnson at Mr Lang-
ton's, where were Dr [Beilby] Porteus, then Bishop of Chester,
now of London, and Dr [George] Stinton. He was at first in
a very silent mood. Before dinner he said nothing but 'Pretty
baby,' to one of the children. Langton said very well to me
afterwards, that he could repeat Johnson's conversation be-
fore dinner, as Johnson had said that he could repeat a com-
plete chapter of The Natural History of Iceland, from the
Danish of Horrebow, the whole of which was exactly thus: -
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